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This winter we celebrate the highly successful conclusion of the Commitment to Learning 
campaign. Thanks to you and an encouragingly large number of your alumni colleagues, 
we raised more than $365 million, surpassing the campaign's $350 million goal-the 
largest in the University's history. That goal, by the way, was set last December 
when campaign totals topped $300 million, the original target set in 1993. 
Over the course of these seven years, we have seen our capacity to provide 
scholarships, support excellent teaching, and improve academic facilities rise to 
gratifying levels. Scholarship gifts for outstanding students, for example, 
totaled more than $66 million. These funds not only increase our competitive 
advantage for the best students, but also significantly improve the intellec-
tual climate of the campus as a whole. 
I am particularly impressed that more than 46,ooo donors participated in 
the Commitment to Learning campaign. That's approximately 27 percent of 
the people we estimated would be able to make a gift during this period. 
Giving levels were also up. The campaign attracted more than 70 
gifts of $1 million or more; of these, 24 were for more than $2 mil-
lion. Four gifts surpassed $6 million, including the Ruth Meyer 
estate of nearly $15 million, and a campaign wrap-up gift of $20 mil-
lion from an anonymous trustee donor. 
I am, of course, deeply grateful to the many people who made this possi-
ble-the donors of large and small gifts, alumni, parents, friends, and 
businesses-individuals and institutions that care about the 
University and its future. I am also grateful for the hard work so will-
ingly given by our staff and faculty, whose efforts 
shaped this success. 
This point, however, marks not a destina-
tion reached, but a milestone achieved. 
There is much more that can and will be 
done. We must narrow what I call our 
"aspiration gap," the distance between 
our plans for a solid future and the 
resources we have so far. 
So we celebrate the end of the Com-
mitment to Learning campaign, even as 
we press forward in our effort to attract 
the kind of support that furthers our goal 
of becoming the nation's leading stu-
dent-centered research university. With 
your help, we will pass milestone 
after milestone of success. 
Kenneth A. Shaw 
Chancellor and President 
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A WISE APPROACH 
SU's Women in Science and Engineering 
program shows female students they can 
succeed in male-dominated fields. 
In a new SU Press book, histolian John Robert Greene G'S3 takes 
readers on a photographic journey of the University's history. 
PARTNERS IN LEARNINQ 
SU and the High School for Leadership and Pub.Uc Service team 
up in a unique collaboration. 
QUARK HUNTERS 
Three Syracuse physicists guide a $150 million project in search 
of the roots of the universe. 
0 N T H E c o v E R : Environmental engineerins professor Andria Costello, 
left, works with Kate Kowalski '04 in the cJvn and environmental engineering 
lab In Unk Hall. 
COVER PHOTO BV JOHN DOWLING 
3
et al.: Front Burner
Published by SURFACE, 2000
